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ADVERTISEMENTS 



Direct from the bar …  
 

Eighty years is a long time, long enough for most things to fade into memory.  
Yet, with the great Martin and Lewis partnership, it never has.  
This remarkable duo has remained constant, woven into the fabric of our culture in a way 

that makes the passage of time feel almost irrelevant. It does not feel like eighty years have 
passed, because in some ways, they have never left us. Their brilliance continues to glow, 
finding new audiences and inspiring new generations of comedians, musicians, and       
performers, ensuring that what they created all those years ago is still very much alive today.  

All of us at the DMA feel honored to be able to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the    
Martin and Lewis partnership, and we hope that with this issue of Dino, you will be able to 
celebrate with us!  
 
In this edition of Dino, we are featuring several photos of Martin and Lewis in the sixteen 
films they created together. There is something unique in revisiting them through photos. 

For a lot of us, these images are tied to real moments in our own lives.  
Whether it’s watching it with our families, discovering them on a lazy afternoon, or going 

back to them when you need something familiar.  
For me, I am always taken back to watching them with my grandparents as a child, with 

my family often still quoting their films to this day.  
 

As you look through these pages, it almost feels like catching up with old friends.  
That really is the magic of them, they’re not just a part of film history , they are part of our 

history too. 
 
As always, thank you to our dedicated followers for sharing our passion for celebrating our 
favorite crooner, Dean Martin, and his contributions to radio, television, film, and music. All 
of us here at the DMA are delighted to share with you our admiration for Dean in this very 
special issue! 

 

‘This is the exclusive and fully-authorized  magazine published 
and distributed worldwide since November 1960. The Dean 
Martin Association is totally lionized to the man himself, his 
life and career.  Wherever you live, whoever you are, I dedicate 
your  association to Dean Martin and to you - as you support 
us by being a valued member.’ 
 
 

Bernard H Thorpe 
DMA co-founder, Inaugural President  

and Chief Executive (1960-2015) 
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T 
here are moments in 
history that cannot be fully   
captured in words alone. They live instead in           
expressions, gestures, glances, and in the quiet space 

between two people who understood each other in a way the 
world could feel, even if it could not explain it. 

 
The collection of photographs featured in this issue of Dino 
brings us face to face with one of those moments in time: the 
extraordinary partnership of Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
preserved through the 16 Paramount films they made together 
between 1949 and 1956. 

And this year, as we mark 80 years of Dean and Jerry’s   
comedy partnership, these images take on even greater     
meaning. 

They are not just reflections of the past. They are reminders 
of a legacy that continues to bring people together, then and 
now. 

 

A Partnership in Motion 
 

When Dean and Jerry stepped in front of the cameras 
for their first film, My Friend Irma in 1949, few could 

have predicted what would follow.  

By the time they 
completed Hollywood or Bust 

in 1956, they had become one of the most successful comedy 
teams in motion picture history.  
 
What makes this photo collection so remarkable is not simply 
the number of films, it’s what the images reveal: in frame after 
frame, we see contrast and balance...Dean’s calm, steady    
presence and Jerry’s explosive, kinetic energy 

Yet what becomes clear is that neither existed in full without 
the other. These photographs capture that rhythm, the give and 
take, the setup and release, the timing that could not be taught. 
 

Beyond the Script 
 
Many of the images in this collection take us off the sound-
stage and behind the scenes. And it is here, between takes, 
away from the script, that something deeper begins to emerge. 

You’ll notice it in the way Dean leans back, relaxed,     
watching. 

You’ll see it in Jerry mid-motion, trusting that Dean will be 
exactly where he needs him to be.  

There is a comfort in these images. A familiarity. This wasn’t 
just performance. It was instinct. 

4 |  DINO  

Photographic memories of the Martin & Lewis film years... 



Dean and Jerry created was not accidental.  
It was built on timing, trust, and an understanding that can 

only come from truly listening...to each other, and to the   
moment. 

 

More Than Nostalgia 
 

This collection is not about looking back for the sake of    
nostalgia. It is about recognizing significance. It is about    
understanding that these 16 films helped shape not only two 
careers, but an entire era of entertainment. 

 
For those of us committed to preserving Dean Martin’s legacy, 
these photographs serve as visual documentation of a       
foundational chapter, one that set the stage for everything that 
followed. 

 

Don’t Rush 
 

As you browse these pages, take your time. 
Look beyond the obvious. Notice the details. Study the ex-

pressions. 
Because within this collection is more than a partnership. 
It is a story of timing, transformation, and the quiet power of 

presence—captured one frame at a time. 
And in those frames, 80 years later, Dean Martin is still   

exactly where he was meant to be. 

 

From Then to Now: A Legacy Still in Motion 
 

Eighty years later, the impact of Martin and Lewis is not just   
confined to film reels or photographs, it continues to live in 
the way we gather, celebrate, and remember. 

That spirit will be felt in a very real way during the 30th   
Anniversary Dean Martin Hometown Festival in Steubenville, 
Ohio. 

On June 19, 2026, the festival will proudly present “Ohio 
Goes to the Movies”, a special celebration of the Dean’s film 
legacy. Beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Public Library of 
Steubenville and Jefferson County, this event will bring fans 
together to revisit the very film represented in this photo   
collection,  a featured presentation of At War With the Army, 
one of the earliest and most telling examples of their on-screen 
chemistry. 

It is more than a program: it is a continuation. 
A moment where history meets the present, where the   

laughter, the timing, and the connection that defined Martin 
and Lewis can once again be experienced, this time together as 
a community 

The camera, perhaps unintentionally, captured a    
working language between two artists who had spent 

years refining their craft on radio stages, in   
nightclubs, and in front of live audiences long 

before Hollywood came calling. 
 

The Evolution of Dean Martin 
 

For those who intently study Dean 
Martin’s career, as we do within 
the Dean Martin Association, this 
collection holds particular    
significance. Within these 16 
films, we witness Dean’s   
evolution in real time. 
    Early images show him as 
the straight man: anchored, 
composed, the necessary 
counterbalance to Jerry’s 
chaos.  
    But as the years progress, 
something shifts. Dean’s 
presence deepens. 
    His confidence in front of 
the camera grows more     

defined. His timing sharpens. 
His ability to command a     

scene, sometimes with nothing 
more than a look, becomes     

unmistakable. 
 

These photographs remind us that 
while the world often focused on the 

comedy of the team and maybe even just 
Jerry, something equally important was    

unfolding: Dean Martin was becoming a leading 
man. 

A Cultural Moment Preserved 
 

The Martin and Lewis films were more than box office      
successes. They were cultural events. They reflected post-war 
America: its appetite for joy, for laughter, for escape, and these 
images preserve that spirit. 

The costumes, the sets, the expressions...they all serve as 
visual markers of a time when audiences filled theaters not just 
to watch a film, but to feel something together. 

In studying these photographs, we are not only looking at 
Dean and Jerry—we are looking at the audience reflected back 
through them. 

 

The Space Between 
 

Perhaps the most powerful images in this collection are not the 
staged publicity shots or even the iconic comedic moments. It’s 
the in-between. 

A shared glance. A quiet pause. A moment where neither is 
performing, yet everything is being communicated. Those are 
the images that stay with you because they remind us that what 
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For more details about 

the event, please visit 

dmaofamerica.org 
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From Film Fun Annual 1956, Amalgamated Press 
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End. 
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